NOTES ON THE FLORA OF COoS COUNTY, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, II. 

During the siiniiner of 1965 I made more than a thousand 
collections in Coos County and after these were processed 
this winter 1 finally had a chance to evaluate the catalogue 
of Pease’s Flora of Northern New Hampshire. The county is 
divided into 43 organized and unorganized townships which 
vary greatly in the number of taxa cited from them. At the 
top of the list are Shelburne and Randolph, each being rep¬ 
resented by over 800 taxa. At the other end of the scale are 
thirteen unorganized townships which are represented by 
less than 100 taxa each, Dix Grant is cited five times. Cole- 
brook Academy Grant three and Pease had seen no ispeci- 

mens from Erving Location. 

For this reason Erving Location became my first objec¬ 
tive last summer. Through the kindness of the International 
Paper Company and Mr. W. A. Ruck I was able to travel 
their Phillips Brook Road and make collections in the loca¬ 
tion at three periods during the summer. The township is 
now better represented than several townships located on 

main highways. 

Colebrook Academy Grant seemed to be the logical target 
for 1966. How'ever townships are not always the stable 
entities we picture them to be. This grant was a ismall area 
bounded on three sides by Pittsburg and on the fourth side 
by the Province of Quebec. It no longer appears on the 
U. S. G. S. map of the quadrangle, having apparently been 
absorbed by Pittsburg. The loss of this township to the 
county is compensated by the appearance on the more recent 
maps of the Mount Washington region of Chandler Pur¬ 
chase. This is an unlikely-looking strip five miles long and 
only a half mile wide extending from Millen Hill near 
Jefferson Notch southward to Mount Pleasant in the Presi¬ 
dential Range. I have seen no specimens collected in 

Chandler Purchase. 

Town lines are not sacrosanct. On editions of the U. S. 
G. S. maps published since about 1925 many of the town 
boundaries have been drastically changed from those shown 
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on earlier editions. On the lS9h sheets for Mount Wash- 
inolon and Crawfoi’d Notch the western houndai’v of Cutts 
Grant extends up the western side of the Diy Riv’ei' valley, 
ero.sses the I’idge of the Presidential Ranjife between Mount 
Pleasant and Mount P'ranklin and continues to a point 


Mount 


The noi thern 


boundary follows a 7Ag-zi\g course to Boott Spur and the 
eastei'ii boundary extends down the eastern side of Drv 
Rivei'. Thus Cutts Grant includes a portion of the Crawford 
Path, the summits of Mount P'ranklin and Mount Monroe 
and the headwall of Oakes Gulf, some of the piime botanical 
areas of the Mount Washington region. On the Crawford 
Notch sheet of 1916 the western boundary of Cutts Grant 
is at least a half mile east of the ridge of the Presidential 
Range. Its noilheiuimost i)oint is at an elevation of about 
1100 feet on the southern slopes of Mount P’ranklin. The 
northern boundary extends across to Gulf Peak, al)out a mile 
south of Boott Si)ur. Little if any of the present limits of 
the grant is above timbeiiine. Pi'of. Pease in his citations 
retains the old boundaries of the towiishij); thus of over 
one hundi'ed taxa cited fi*om the grant the number collected 
from within its present limits can be counted on the fingers 
of one hand and none of them are strictly mountain si)ecies. 
The alpines wei‘e all collected in Sai'gent Purchase. 

The southern boundary of Hadley Grant has also l)een 
shifted on the moi’e recent maps. Wdiile the number of ta.xa 
involved is much less, a number cited from Hail Ledge in 
this townshij) were actually 



in Hart Location 
which is in Carroll County rather than Cods. This is un¬ 
fortunate since some of the taxa are southern elements 
unknown elsewhei-e in Coos County. 

Some intei’esting finds in my 1965 collections and a few 


changes which should be made in the Pease Pdora follow. 

h(]i(is(‘ti(HI iiri'i’ii^c I,., loriiui <‘(tIIIjH’sl (C. F. Schultz) Kliiijcj'c. 

Minefield, uioi.st ditch hcsido i-oad to Millsfield I’oiid, Hiirrin 2727lli 

((>»)). This toriii with a sti'ohilus tt'rniiiiatinii* a ^’rccn vc^*c'tativc stcni 
is new to the Countv. 

X uni Itfnnilc Kuhlewein. Ki*vin^ Location, moist ^-pound, 

//or?v.s‘ ^7n2() (()»>). Th(' thii’d township for the County. 

hqiasriuni runeijuturn Schltdch., var. ruricqutuni, Erviipu* Lc^cation, 
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wet ground, Harris 27815 (65). This taxon appears in Pease’s list 
of Species Exclusae. My collections of this and the previous species 
were verified by Dr. Rolla Tryon. Pease 89615 (59) from Stratford 
cited in the Flora as var. Jesupi is also var. variepatum and var. 
Jesupi should be re'tired to the list of Species Exclusae. 

Bromus Dtulleyi Fern. Martin Location, damp woods Dolly Copp, 
Harris 1822 (33). The third collection from the County; better late 

than never! 

Krayrastis ]>oaeoi<les Reauv. Beidin, roadbed of Grand Trunk Rail¬ 
way, Harris 27677 (65). Pease 29851 (42) from Milan cited as E, 
pectinacea should be changed to this species. These are the second 

and third collections from the County. 

Lolium muliiflorum Lam., var. dimviutum Mutel. Millsfield, road¬ 
side, Harris 28262 (65). First collection in the County. 

Tritieam aestivum L. Milan, I’oadbed of Gi'and Trunk Railway, 
Harris 27618 (65); Berlin, roadbed of Grand Trunk Railway, Harris 
27685 (65). One previous collection from the County. 

Secah’ eereale L. Columbia, roadside Cilley Hill, Harris 28806 (65); 
Cambridge, roadside rte. Harris 2725U (6.*)). New to the County. 

Diyitaria sanpuinalis (L.) Scop. Columbia, roadside U. S. rte. #3, 
Harris 28851 (65). Third and most northein collection from the 

County; D. Ischaemum is the common crab-grass for the area. 

Ecfiinachloa criisgalli (L.) Reauv., foi'ma larupseta (Trin.) Farw. 
Millsfield, roadside rte. #26, Harris 28279 (65). New to the County. 

Scirpas afrovirens Willd., var, (/eorpianus (Harper) Fern., forma 
riviparus Viet. Erving Location, moist ground, Harris 28179 (65). 

Thi-ee previous collections from the County. 

Arisaema, Stewardsonii Britt. Colebrook, damp gi’ound along Mo¬ 
hawk Rivei’, Harris 27241 (65). A new native species for the County. 

Ct/in'ipediiim acanle Ait. forma acaule. Millsfield, moist woods on 
road to Rig Milksfield Pond, Harris 27845 ((>5) ; Dummer, moist woods 
on woodroad to Dumniei' Ponds, Harris 27229 (65). While Pease indi¬ 
cates that forma alhifiorum is general in the County, he cites no 
collections of the pink-flowered form from north of Randol))h. There 
is no question that Luma alhifiorinn is the commoner of the two in 
the northern portion of the County but a little seaiching will usually 
disclose that the ty})ical form is present as well. 


Salix penfavdra ]j. Pease 
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769 (48) from Coh'brook cited as 


N. frayilis is S. piOiUindra, a new intj-oduced willow for the County. 

Ulmus americana I.., foima peiidiila (Ait.) Fern. Dummer, woods 
Dumnifu’ Hill, Harris 27786 (65). New to the County. 

Palyerieniiiin rnajns (Schimp.) R. Rr. Berlin, loadbed of Grand 
Trunk Railway, Harris 27670 (65). While my collection of this non¬ 
descript species is somewhat immature I am sure that there is no 
question of its identification. The genus is not included in Gray’s 
Manual but does appear in the New Britton & Brown on the basis 
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of collections made in Ontaido. Tlie species is not represented in the 
Iierharium of the New Eriffland Botanical Cluh and there 


are no 


tj 


specimens from North Amei'ica in the Gi’ay Hei'l)ai*ium. My collection 

is a ^* 00(1 match of iMii'opean matei'ial in the Gray Herbarium. 

tujci (Michx.) MacM. Rei*lin, neai* Gi’arul Ih'unk 

Kail way, Harri>> 27029 (bo). This collection adds the Nycta^'inaceae 

to the floi*a of Cobs County. The station is well established on the 

outskirts of Rerlin and must have been ^’rowin^ thei*e for se\'ei*al 
years. 

h loS’-ruculi L. Cajo’oll, I'oadside rte. -^302 one (juarter mile 
east of Rethlehem line, Willidni Countrynuni SJy) ((> 5 ). First collec¬ 
tion from the County. 

Stlenc purnilio Wulf. The station of this sj)ecies on the Ammonoosuc 
Kavine Ti*ail, reported by me last year, came throu^’h the winter 
well. This summer I visited the* Mountain Valiev Nurserv in Jeffei’son 
Meadows and found 'the plant foi’ sale thei'o. Thus a source of supply 
for this obviously planted species was not far from Mount Washintrton. 

Silcuv C.s’crc/ l^aum,t>'. Bet’lin, roadbed of Grand Trunk Railway, 
Hdrn.'i ( 6 ;')). One prc'vious collection from the County. This 

species <rrows with, and closely resembles, CiirKhalux. It is i)iol)- 
ably more common in New Enj’i’land than pre.sent collections indicate. 

Rnminrulus rrpeux L. Ei-viim- Location, moist ground, //nrr/.s- 2747 
( 60 ). The third collection for the County. 

ChcJidonhuti ttiajus L. Berlin, i-oadside Pi-ospect Street, Harris 
27(>2S (65). A flourishinjif colony; it seems strang’e that there has 
been only one other collection of this species made in the County. 

Arahis Inevifjata (Muhl.) Poir. This s})ecies should be i)laced in the 

list of Species E.xclusae; the only collection, Lancaster, Pease .19124 
(58), is A. (/In hr a. 

Rihes hIrf Michx., var. saxosieai (Hook.) Eern. Northumber¬ 
land, Hod(/(}(m, Lincoln tO Steele 11239 ( 59 ). New to the County. 

Pl/nis Auen/Ktria (L.) Gaertn. Whitefield, Bray Hill Road, Pease 
343 s 1 (49). New to the County. 

I oteyitilia liohhvnstana Oakes. The entii'e Mount Washing'ton })opu- 

lation of this I’are species is located in Sarn'ent Purchase, not Cutts 

Gi’ant as (dted in Pease. In June of 1964 I .moved six j)laFits from 

the aci'e oi* two on v.'hich it occurs to aTiother ai’ea which I'esembles 

its home sit<‘. In .Tune ]9();) five of the plants had sui’vdved the 

winter and I found the remains of the sixth; only one of the s 
vivoF's bore flowers. 

h ililH*n<lnla rubra (Hill) Robins. Dummer, swale Dummei 
Harris 27742 ( 65). Oik' previous collection from the Countv. This 



Hill, 
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is an escape from cultivation. The farms on Dummer Hill were all 
abandoned fifty yeai’s aj>‘o and the swale in which I found the plant 
is a considei’able distance fi’om any of these old farms. The colony 
consisted entirely of basal leav'es. When I jFlanted some hardy pei-en- 
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I! 14 (65). The second collection 


nials at niy camp on the hill about fifteen years a^o I accidentally 
inti’oduced a few ))lants of this species and my plants too produce 
only basal leaves. 

Rtdms rtd'K.H Bailey. R. larux, the last taxon on paj^’e 190, should 
read R. rdviis. 

Lotus corniculdtus L. Milan, pasture Spi'uceville, Harris 27807 
(65). This makes a fourth township for this species which was 
added to the County flora last yeai'. 

Oxalis curopea Jord., foinia rillicaulis Wieg’. Milan, roadbed of 
Gi’and Tiunk Railwav, Harris 

% 7 

from the Countv. 

Vi<pl(( f)nj)ili(>fKire(i l^ursh, var. (ilhiffora Grover. Dummei-, Dumnier 
Hill, Hdrris 271SS ((> 0 ). This violet has escai)e(l from the g’ai’den 
and become thoroughly established in the lawn at oui* camp; new to 
the County. 

Epilohidni (inc/ustifoliiitn L., forma (ilhiflorum (Dumort.) Haussk. 
Erving Location, i*oadside bank, f/arr/s 27<S().^ (^5). A fourth town¬ 
ship foi* the County. I noi*mally take a dim view of reporting every 
white-flowered for,m seen of common species but this produced the 
most spectacular floral display I found in Erving Location. The bank 
was covei*ed enti)*ely l)y tall ))lants of this color form for a distance 
of about 150 feet. 

PiDiax frif()lii4s L. Dummer, along I'oad up Dummei* Hill, Harr'is 
liSO (()5). The third township in the County for this species. 

Convolvulus sepiuni L., foi-ma colonitas Lange. Berlin, roadside 
1 ‘te. #10, Horris 27f>25 (05). Pi*of. Pease did not differentiate be¬ 
tween this fo}*m and forma svpiunt. In his citations for the species 
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the following a!*(^ d(dinit(‘ly forma rolorulu.s: Colel)]*ook 1()HS7 = 
S927 (07) ; Noithumbei’land 12212 (00) ; Lancoster 12122 (09) ; Ber¬ 
lin 1(1127 (14); M Location 121SU = M (07); Whitefield Deane 

(90). 

Menllid arvensis 1 .., forma lanafa (Piper) S. R. Stewai*t. Stark, 

ledges Ci’ystal Falls, Harris 2S.)54 (05). The second collection for 

the Countv. 

% 

Veranica pereprhai L., vai\ pereprina. Jeffei’son, weed in beds of 
Mountain Valley Nursei*y, Harris 27702 (05). New to the County. 

Rhinanthas Crista-palli L. Randolph, Bog Dam road between Camj) 
18 and Camp 19, Hifrris 27712 (05). Si)ecies j)reviously known only 
from Pittsbui-g. 

Rudhecicia serotina Nutt., forma honiorhrowa (Steyerm.) Fern & 
Schub. Dummer, oui- field Dummei* Hill, Harris 27 <S 51 (05). New to 

the Countv. 

V' 

Rudheckia serotina^ forma pleniffora (Moldenke) Fern. & Schub. 
Dummei*, our field DummiM* Hill, Harris 27S52 (05). Second collection 
from the Countv. 
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Leuntodon autiim.valift 1 .., 
(i Gi'an't, Peaxe Jt()()()r> (C2). 

Hieraviinn panirulatum L,, 
Dumnier Hill, H(trrix 2S2-> I 


var. pr(tl<’)txix (Link) W. D. J. Koch. 
New to County. 

forma plaiKluloxum R. HofTm. Dummer, 
((if)). Second collection for the County. 


Stuart K. Harris, boston university 


